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“Where’s Your Confidence?” 
Luke 18  

Small Group Plan 

Years ago, I heard Landon Saunders say: 

It’s not inhuman to fail. 
It’s inhuman to deny that you fail. 

That’s failing at failure. 

His words are helpful because they remind me that I always have a choice as to how I will 
respond to my mistakes.  Will I allow them to bring a final, fatal end to my spiritual growth.  Or, 
will I trust that God can forgive and accomplish his purpose in my life in spite of my failure. 

Failures aren’t failures if you learn something from them. 
– Anne Morrow Lindbergh – 

Good people are good because they’ve come to wisdom through failure. 
– William Saroyan – 

Failure is only the opportunity to begin again, more intelligently. 
– Henry Ford – 

I’ve failed over and over again … that is why I succeeded. 
– Michael Jordan – 

God has entrusted great tasks to those who have handled great failure. 
– Landon Saunders – 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness 
 and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  

— Luke 18:9 — 

OPEN IT / INTRODUCE IT … 

• When does religious confidence turn into religious pride? 

• What are the usual reasons that someone would “look down” on someone else? 
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LOOK AT IT / STUDY IT … 

— TWO MEN — 
Luke 18:10 

Two Men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a Tax 
Collector. 

• What are the basic differences between these two men? 

• How did their own world see and judge them? 

• How much of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector do you see in yourself?   
Use percentages:  Pharisee________%   Tax Collector________% 

— TWO PRAYERS — 
Luke 18:11-13 

11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: “God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector.  
12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”  13   But the tax collector stood at 
a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 
“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

• Why do you think the Pharisee acted at he did?  Where did his feelings come from?  
Why did Jesus want us to know about them? 

• Why did Jesus make the Tax Collector the hero of this story? 

 — TWO RESULTS — 
Luke 18:14 

I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted. 

• Why did Jesus call the Tax Collector “justified?”  What did Jesus see in him that he did 
not see in the Pharisee? 

• What does “exalting” yourself look like?  How do you do it? 

• What does “humbling” yourself look like?  How do you do it? 

• Is it possible to be “proud” of your humility?  Explain. 
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USE IT / APPLY IT … 

• Do you have a favorite place to go and pray?  What do you like about it? 

• How have your prayers changed or matured over the years? 

• Why does God honor the prayers of a humble person? 

• How do you think our church would receive the Tax Collector?  What about the 
Pharisee?  Explain. 

It is true that we are all created in the image of God.  But it is also true that we fall short of 
that image — we fail, we sin.  But failure is not final because … 

FAILURE EDUCATES 
It points out our “blind spots” and redirects our energies.  It answers questions, offers new 
options, and prevents further failure. Ask any sports figure, scientist, or teacher. The 
education that failure brings offers the opportunity to begin again. 

FAILURE HUMBLES 
Confessing failure cultivates humility in us and reminds us to be tolerant and forgiving of the 
failures of others.  Alexander Pope wrote, “Some people will never learn anything … because 
they understand everything too soon.”  Humility will always be helpful, especially in the lives of 
the arrogant.  But sometimes it takes failure to bring humility in a life. 

FAILURE MOTIVATES 
Falling short of expectations does not have to be a reason to quit.  It could provide the 
challenge and motivation to go on.  After all, the original goal still stands.  It is still worth 
pursuing.  The only difference is that now your focus is sharper, and the way is clearer. 

FAILURE HAS AN ANSWER 
Failure’s most important lesson is our great need for forgiveness.  God created us clean and 
he can make us clean again.  He has not given up on us and it is an insult to the image of God 
that we wear to give up on ourselves. 

So, let us learn from our mistakes and, with a greater sense of humility and clarity, let us accept 
God’s forgiveness and move forward in the power of his grace. 

God made Him who had no sin 
to be sin for us, 

so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God 

– 2 Corinthians 5:21 – 

• As you close in prayer, allow a time of silence for your group members to consciously 
reach a moment of humility before God. 


