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“You’re Enough” 
Exodus 33 

Small Group Plan 

God has always been a voice hidden in a pillar of cloud or fire.  But his relationship with Moses 
has been changing.  Moses asks to see God’s glory.  He wants to experience God’s very self. 

But what does this mean — to actually see God’s glory?   To look directly at God would be like 
looking directly into the sun from a distance of 10 feet.  It can’t be done without annihilation. 

“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live” 
— Exodus 33:20 — 

So, God grants Moses’ request, but only with conditions that will protect Moses’ life.  He 
honors Moses’ desire for more. 

“you will see my back; but my face must not be seen” 
Exodus 33:23 

We sometimes think of the backside of something as the worst side.  A person from the back 
woods is viewed as ignorant and poorly educated.  The person who comes in last is thought 
of as the loser.  And yet Moses sees the “backside” of God.  Did Moses get less than he asked 
for?  No.  Even though God is protecting Moses from a “face” that is so awesome and powerful 
that it “must not be seen” (v. 23), still their relationship is described as “face to face …friends.” 

“The Lord would speak to Moses face to face,  
as one speaks to a friend.” 

— Exodus 33:11 — 

OPEN IT / INTRODUCE IT … 

• How would you describe God’s awesome presence? 

• How does the staggering distance between God and humanity affect our relationship 
with God? 
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LOOK AT IT / STUDY IT … 

— THE GRACE OF GOD — 
Exodus 33:7-11 

7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, 
calling it the “tent of meeting.”  Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent 
of meeting outside the camp.  8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the 
people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he 
entered the tent.  9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come 
down and stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses.  10 Whenever the 
people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood 
and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent.  11 The Lord would speak to 
Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend.  Then Moses would return to the 
camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent. 

• Why did the people stand and watch as Moses walked to the “tent of meeting”? 

• What does “inquiring of the Lord” mean (v. 7)? 

— THE GIFT OF GOD — 
Exodus 33:12-17 

12 Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you 
have not let me know whom you will send with me.  You have said, ‘I know you by 
name and you have found favor with me.’  13 If you are pleased with me, teach me 
your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you.  Remember that 
this nation is your people.”  14 The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and 
I will give you rest.”  15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with 
us, do not send us up from here.  16 How will anyone know that you are pleased 
with me and with your people unless you go with us?  What else will distinguish 
me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”  17 And 
the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am 
pleased with you and I know you by name.” 

• Moses asks the Lord, “teach me your ways” (v. 13).  What are God’s ways? 

• God tells Moses, “I know you” (v. 12) and Moses tells God his desire, “so I may know 
you” (v. 13).  What is this knowledge?  What is Moses wanting from God? 

• What is the “presence” God offers that will give “rest” (v. 14)? 

• What does God mean when he confirms his satisfaction with Moses by saying “I know 
you by name” (v. 17)? 
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— THE GLORY OF GOD — 
Exodus 33:18-23 

18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”  19 And the Lord said, “I will cause 
all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in 
your presence.  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion.  20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face, for no one may see me and live.”  21 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near 
me where you may stand on a rock.  22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a 
cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  23 Then I will 
remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”  

• The pillar of cloud and fire was an outward sign of God’s presence and glory, but Moses 
wanted to see God even more deeply.  Why?  What does this tell us about Moses 
relationship with God? 

• Does Moses use his deepening relationship with God for his own advantage or for 
others (cf. 32:11-13;  33:12-13; 34:8-9)?  Explain. 

USE IT / APPLY IT … 

• How can God and Moses be “face to face” friends (v. 11) when God’s “face” is too 
powerful to see and still live (v. 20)?  

• How have you wanted your personal relationship with God to deepen? 

• What do you already know you must do to prepare yourself for a deeper relationship? 

• How is Satan most likely to attack your desire for God’s glory? 

• What does Moses’ relationship with God teach us about intercession? 

• How can we know when we are using our relationship with God only for our own sense 
of security rather than for the benefit of others?  

• Close with prayer asking God to show us his glory. 

 


