“Uncluttered”
MARK 10
Small Group Plan
The movie “The Blind Side”
staring Sandra Bullock, Tim
McGraw, and Quinton Aaron
is the true story of Sean and
Leigh Anne Tuohy who take in
a homeless teenage AfricanAmerican, Michael Oher.
Michael has no idea who his
father is, and his mother is a
drug addict. Michael has had
little formal education and
has developed very few skills
to help him learn.
But Leigh Anne sees more in Michael than others have and begins to act on what she sees in
his future. She wants him to succeed. When he expresses an interest in football, she makes
sure it happens. But the Tuohys go even further. They invite Michael to live in their home,
and they hire a tutor to help him move his abysmal 0.6 GPA upward until he qualifies for an
NCAA Division I athletic scholarship.
The Tuohys eventually become Michael’s legal guardians, transforming both his life and theirs.
Michael’s tremendous size and protective nature make him an impressive force on the
gridiron, and over time he finally realizes his potential as a student and as a football player.
In 2009 Michael Oher was the first-round pick of the Baltimore Ravens NFL draft.
The original “Blind Side” story is about an ancient homeless man, Bartimaeus, who is actually,
physically blind. He is touched by a man of faith, Jesus, and his life is so changed, that decades
later, he is named as an example of what can happen in a life that is open to God.
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OPEN IT / INTRODUCE IT …
•

How do you feel when a beggar approaches you? Explain

•

Do you have a plan that you follow on such occasions? What is it?

LOOK AT IT / STUDY IT …

— DESPERATE —
MARK 10:46-47
Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of
Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
46

•

What kind of man does Bartimaeus seem to be?

•

Bartimaeus calls Jesus “Son of David” (v. 48), the only use of this title in Mark.

•

What are the political implications connected to this title (cf. 11:8-10)?

•

Where did this blind beggar learn to use such a title?

•

What must Jesus be thinking as he walks into this political time bomb?

— PERSISTENT —
MARK 10:48
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son
of David, have mercy on me!”
48

•

Why does the crowd tell Bartimaeus to be quiet? Who is he bothering?

•

What does Bartimaeus say he wants?

•

When the desperate ask for mercy, what do they feel, how do they hurt?

— HONEST —
MARK 10:49-51
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So, they called to the blind man, “Cheer up!
On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet
and came to Jesus. 51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
49

•

Why does the mood of the crowd change (v. 49b)?

•

In the previous story, Jesus asked James and John, word for word, exactly the same
question, “What do you want me to do for you?” (v. 36).

•

Why does Mark place these stories side by side?

•

Why does Jesus ask this question of Bartimaeus, and what does Jesus want the
disciples to hear this second time?
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— JOYFUL —
MARK 10:52
52

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight
and followed Jesus along the road.
•

What does Jesus mean by, “Your faith has healed you?”

•

What gives “faith” it’s power?

•

As Bartimaeus follows Jesus “along the road,” where does this road lead and what will
Bartimaeus be witnessing over the next few days?

•

Imagine and describe how this Jerusalem experience will affect his new faith.

USE IT / APPLY IT …
•

If Jesus asked you, “What do you want me to do for you?” how would you respond?

•

Would your answer look more like that of Bartimaeus or James and John? Explain.

•

Why do some feel obligated to tell others to deny their joy and “be quiet” (v. 48)?

•

What power sources today are often chosen in place of “faith” in God (v. 52)?

•

Ask God for the faith to step forward and speak out even to the point of enduring
experiencing great difficulty.
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