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“Godly Grit” 
NEHEMIAH 2 

Small Group Plan 
 

In his book, The Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis wrote,  

We regard God as an airman regards his parachute; it's there for emergencies but 
he hopes he'll never have to use it. 

He reminds me of the popular phrase, “Do your best and God will do the rest.”  It may be 
popular and sound fine but take a minute to think it through.  When life is divided into “my 
best” and “God’s rest” when do I finally go to God?   According to this philosophy, I will go 
whenever I think I really need him.  Do you see a problem with this kind of thinking?  Do you 
see how it makes God a last resort?  I go to God only when all of my own resources are 
depleted.  This is not discipleship.  Discipleship does not mean I go to God when I can no longer 
function on my own.  On the contrary it means that from the very beginning I admit to myself 
and I confess to God that I have nothing at all until I receive it from God.  Paul did not write to 
the Philippians “I can do most things myself.”  Instead he wrote, “I can do all things through 
Him who give me strength” (Phil 4:13). 

We may think we operate on our own strength, but we do not.  Our resources come from 
God.  Our abilities come from God.  Our opportunities are given by God.  Even the very time 
we have to utilize these resources and abilities to take advantage of these opportunities is a 
gift from God.  Yes, it all depends upon God.  God is the beginning of everything else.  He is 
the fuel and the inexhaustible power for the rest of our Christian lives.  All of it! 

OPEN IT / INTRODUCE IT … 

• In the face of unavoidable difficulties, why do some continue on while others grow 
discouraged and quit? 
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LOOK AT IT / STUDY IT … 
— PLANNING — 

Nehemiah 2:1-4a 
1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, 
I took the wine and gave it to the king.  I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king 
asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill?  This can be nothing but sadness 
of heart.”  I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever!  Why should 
my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been destroyed by fire?” 

• Most scholars estimate that it had been about 4 months since Nehemiah had learned 
the news of Jerusalem’s condition.  And during these months he had been waiting for 
the right time to approach king Artaxerxes.  Why is difficult to wait for a door to open? 

• Henri Nouwen has written, “waiting is never a movement from nothing to something.  
It is always a movement from something to something more.”  

• What does Nouwen mean? 
— PRAYING — 

Nehemiah 2:4b 
4 Then I prayed to the God of heaven … 

• George Morrison has written, “He had only an instant for that prayer … Silence would 
have been misinterpreted.  Had he closed his eyes and lingered in devotion, the king 
immediately would have suspected treason.” 

• Nehemiah’s prayer has been called a “telegraph prayer” because it was tied to four 
months of prayer and fasting.  What was Nehemiah thinking as he prayed to God? 

• For people who know and love each other, a look, a touch, a single word can tap into 
years of meaningful relationship.  What made Nehemiah’s prayer so full of meaning? 

— PRESENTING — 
Nehemiah 2:5-8 

5 … and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, 
let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.”  6 
Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, 
and when will you get back?”  It pleased the king to send me; so, I set a time.  7 I also said to him, 
“If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will 
provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah?  8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the 
royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple 
and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?”  And because the gracious hand of my 
God was on me, the king granted my requests. 

• How do we know Nehemiah has been carefully planning his Jerusalem project? 

• How can God’s work and our work be partners? 
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— PREPARING — 
Nehemiah 2:9-16 

9 So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters.  The king had 
also sent army officers and cavalry with me.  10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the 
Ammonite official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to 
promote the welfare of the Israelites.  11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 
12 I set out during the night with a few others.  I had not told anyone what my God had put in my 
heart to do for Jerusalem.  There were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on.  13 By 
night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, examining 
the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed 
by fire.  14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was not 
enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the 
wall.  Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate.  16 The officials did not know 
where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests 
or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work. 

• Why did Nehemiah examine the walls of Jerusalem at “night” (vs. 12, 13, 15)? 

• Why did he tell no one of his plans (vs. 12, 16)? 

• Why were Sanballat and Tobiah “disturbed” (v. 10)? 

— PRODUCING — 
Nehemiah 2:17-20 

17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been burned with fire.  Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in 
disgrace.”  18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had 
said to me.  They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.”  So, they began this good work.  19 But when 
Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they 
mocked and ridiculed us.  “What is this you are doing?” they asked.  “Are you rebelling against 
the king?”  20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success.  We his servants 
will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right 
to it.” 

• How did Nehemiah’s preparation lead to production? 

• Why did the priests, nobles, and officials respond so positively (v. 18)? 

• Why did Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem ridicule the project (v. 19)? 

• What does Nehemiah mean in verse 20? 
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USE IT / APPLY IT … 

• LEARNING TO WAIT … 
 Exodus 14:13 — “Stand firm  … see the deliverance the Lord will bring.” 
 Ruth 3:18 — “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens.” 
 Psalm 46:10 — “Be still, and know that I am God” 
Why is it important to wait rather than push ahead of God’s timing? 

• LEARNING TO ASK … 
 Matthew 7:7 — “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find.” 
 Psalm 34:4 — “I sought the Lord, and he answered me.” 
What part does courage play in seeking God’s will and direction? 

• LEARNING TO ACT … 
 Matthew 7:7 — “knock and the door will be opened to you.” 
 James 2:26 — “faith without deeds is dead.” 
When God opens a door why do some walk through while others hesitate 

• Close in prayer by asking, seeking and knocking. 


